Socialism is the 
philosophy of failure, 
the creed of ignorance, 


and the gospel of envy. 


Its inherent virtue 
is the equal sharing 


Of misery. 
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Commentary 


Government welfare is communism. Free money from the state, whether in terms of benefits, handouts, 
or non-universal tax-breaks, is a trap that will draw people into socialism and beyond. 


It’s a lot like cancer. 


Stage one of societal cancer is “welfarism.” Citizens get a few benefits for the elderly, the very young, 
those who can’t look after themselves, maybe some student loans. The economy remains pretty healthy. 
The symptoms are mild and noticed by very few. 


As things get more “social democratic” (stage two), the benefits become more universal and more 
generous. The selective tax incentives become larger. At stage two, most people are getting something 
from the government. Some people are getting a lot. The government help is no longer seen as a 


gratefully received lifeline to get through tough times, but rather a “right.” People who are dependent 


imploding, waiting lines are endemic, and service quality is abysmal in almost every sector. A few are 
fighting back, but most are desperately trying figuratively to cannibalize their fellow citizens to 
survive. 


Stage four is “communism.” Society’s immune system—the virtues of honesty, responsibility, and 
compassion—are virtually wiped out. The economy is in free-fall and social decline is evident 


everywhere. Resentment and jealousy are endemic. Hatred is rife, just contained only by the 


E hine is free} f 
it is worthless, Health care is available to all (unless you’re an enemy of the state) but the quality is 
abysmal, and the queues are endless. 


and viruses. By now, the disease is obvious to all. But, by that time, everyone is trapped. The leaders 
must watch their backs every second, lest their rivals stab them. They must repress the populace with 
terror, lest the people rise up and hang their leaders from lamp posts. The army and secret police must 
leech off the workers to get enough crumbs to feed their own families. The common people can’t 
organize a revolt because, in every darkened basement of 10 or 12 conspirators, three or four will be 


This is the terminal stage. Death can be staved off for a while with outside intervention, but the only 
possible cure at this stage is a desperate, bloody, and, almost certainly suicidal, revolt. 


Liberty for All 


It constantly amazes me as I travel across this great land how many Americans and even anti- 
communists fail to see the connection between government welfare and socialism and communism. 


I often hear people tell me how much they love the constitution, but can’t wait for their Medicare to 
kick in. They’re for freedom but, hey, just got an extra benefit because their college-aged daughter is 


living at home. They love America, but they just hired another worker because the state gave them a 
wage subsidy to do so. 


These people are all patriots, but they’re allowing stage one cancer to take hold in their own country. 
How can they complain when stages two, three, and four eventually destroy all they hold dear? 


A friend of mine in New Zealand, I’ ll call him Ian, is a committed libertarian. He has a favorite saying: 
“Being a libertarian costs.” He means that figuratively, as in the emotional pain and spiritual anguish 
he’s often had to endure. But, he also means it literally. 


As a libertarian, Ian will take nothing from the state. In New Zealand, both health and accident 
compensation are socialized, and there are numerous incentives for businesses covered by the taxpayer. 
Everywhere you turn, from cradle to grave, there are government benefits, handouts, and tax incentives 
available to rich and poor alike. 


New Zealand is stage two, bordering on stage three. 


Ian won’t take any of it. He’s paid massive amounts of tax to the state, but refuses to take anything in 
return. He drives on the state-funded roads because there is no choice; he pays for state-provided 
utilities if there is no private competition. Beyond that, Ian refuses every free service, every subsidy, 
every handout, every “incentive.” 


If he injures himself, he is “entitled” to state accident compensation. He pays the taxes, then he pays 
out of his own pocket for his own care. 


Freedom is everything to Ian, and he would rather pay double for many things than give up an ounce of 
his liberty. 
If all of us were like Ian, we would never have to worry about socialism or communism again. 


Welfarism, social democracy, socialism, and communism are cancerous and parasitic. If we do not let 
these parasites attach themselves to us, they can’t drain the life from our bodies and souls. 


Every American must understand that the first step in fighting creeping totalitarianism is to get off 
every form of welfare and government largesse possible. This may be difficult at first, but becoming a 
free, fully self-responsible being is the only real way to effectively fight for liberty for all. 


